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LI>TCOLH*^  VISIT  TO  DIDIMAPOLIS , 

The  election  of  Kenry  S.L&ne  to  the  U.S. Senate,  two  days  iifter 
}:e  became  Governor,  eiade  Oliver  P.  !^  or  ton  Governor  of  Indittna.  Kany 
distin^ished  visitors  were  coming  and  going  to  In<iianapoliB,Vut  air.ong 
the  first  that  the  -overnor  and  l^rs.Xorton  entertalneci  was  Preaident 
Lincoln  and  his  ®ife  and  accompanying  ir lends.    The  Tiet:;islature  had 
invited  Lincoln  to  atop  at  I  fid  ianaapol  is  en  route  for  Waghinrton,  to 
oe  inai^gurated ,  and  sent  a  corawlttee  to  the  Illinois  rotate  line  to 
escort  him  to  Inciiapapolis.    The  train  Ci*.rrylng  Mr. Lincoln  and  hiss 
part,r  reached  Indianapolis  from  Springfield  at  five  o» clock  londay 
fjven in f', February  ll,lb61,  a  salute  of  thirty-four  gunB{t>:at  toeing  the 
ni^nher  of  Ptates  at  that  tino  In  the  Unlon)helng  fired  by  ti«  City 
f?rayB*Artillery .    Ab  the  train  etopped  at  the  crossing  of  West  Wash- 
ington and  Missouri  streexa^he  was  welcomed  by  a  speech  from  Governor 
■*orton,who  stood  in  his  carriage , while  >'r. Lincoln  stood  on  the  plat- 
form of  tvc  car.    llr .Lincoln  limde  a  short  roply,  then  entered  the 
Governor's  carriaf?;e  and  was  driven  to  the  Batt3S  Fouse , escorted  by  a 
civic  atnd  military  proceasion,  with  General  T,A.K'Or/i«  aB  Chief  Nar- 
8hal ,aseisted  "by  K .P.Be}'art,Seantor  frcKi  Tippecanoe,  Captain  J.T.cve, 
^.'oses  Jen.l-inson  of  ?t .V<ayne,repre«entative  iron  Allen  County,  and 
La'Rrence     .Vance  of  this  City.     In  the  procesEjion  v-ere  the  City  Grays, 
coDViande  '  hy  Captain  KphraijT.  Hartssell,  t};e  Ind  ic.napol  in  National 
GuardB,conmanded  by  C^iptain  Irving  Harr itsonChrother  of  B>c-Pre8ident 
Harrison) , the  Independent  Zuavee  comwiandeu  toy  Captain  B.W.Kugg,  be- 
Bidee  the  Cit    fire  departnient  and  thouuando  of  citizene  in  carria^cee 
and  on  foot,  while  a  ro-^arkably  large  number  caiue  on  horee  back  from 

-1- 


centr«Al  Indiana  Covtnties.     It  was  before  the  days  of  mmerous  rail- 
roads and  "before  electric  Cars  were  c'ver  tirearaed  of.    On  arriving  at 
the  Bates  Hou^e,tlifci!  President  vfa^  escorted  to  t}:.e  south  balcoai}'  on 
Illinois  street, wh©re  he  made  his  celsbrated  ap^sech  to  an  enormous 
crowd,  which  filled  the  street,  which  has  been  ch,aracterized  ass  the 
nost  adroit  and  forceful  illustration  of  the  Socratic  raethod  evar  pre- 
sented in  the  United  States.    Berry  B.Sulgrove,  editor  of  the  Journal, 
wae  with  the  Pr©eid«snt  and  Mr. Lincoln  showod  hi^i  the  speech  before  it 
was  delivered  and  presented  a  cop>'  to  hirsi  afterwards..     It  covere^d 
four  or  five  sheets  of  commercial  note  paper , written  in  a  email, cla&r 
hand  "by  the  President ,hi'meelf ,    Kr.Sul grove  kept  it  for  twenty  years 
and  intended  to  present  it  to  the  City  Library, but  neglected  to  do  so. 
Mr. Lincoln  replied  in  his  answer  to^  the  welcome  address  hy  Governor 
¥orton:     "I  am  here  to  thx^nk  you  much  for  your  magnif ic^snt  welco^Tie, 
and  still  moro  for  the  very  generous  support  given  by  your  State  to 
that  political  party  which  I  think  ie  the  true  and  jv.st  cause  of  the 
whole  countr^f  and  the  whole  world.    Koloinon  says,   *There  is  a  tir.e  to 
keep  silence*  and  when  men  wran^rle  by  mouth  with  no  certaintjr  that 
they  mean  the  sase  thing  while  using  the  mmim  lefork,   it  perhaps  were  aa 
well  as  if  they  would  keep  silence.    The  ^ox-ds  ^coercior*'  and  "inva- 
sion* are  often  used  in  these  dixyu^  often  with  temper  and  hot  blood. 
Let  u©  make  sure,  if  m?e  can,  that  we  do  not  misunderstand  the  meaning 
of  those  T&ho  use  theai.    Let  us  get  emct  definitions  of  these  words, 
not  froEi  dictionaries,  but  from  the  aien  themselves, who  constantly 
dex)reciate  the  things  they  would  represent  hy  tlie  use  of  th&  words. 
Vfhat,  then,is  •coercion?'    Ifhat  is  'invasion?'    Would  the  inarching  of 
an  arm  into  Oouth  Carolina  without  consent  of  ler  people  and  with 


with  hostile  intent  he  invasion?    I  certainly  think  it  would  he  and 
it  would  he  coercion  if  South  Carolina  wers  forced  to  suhmit.    But, if 
the  United  Rtates  should  merely  hold  and  retake  its  own  forts  and 
other  property  and  collect  duties  on  foreign  importations,  or  even 
withJiold  the  mails  from  places  where  they  were  hahitually  violated, 
would  any  or  all  these  things  be  invasion  or  coercion?    I>o  our  pro- 
fessed lovers  of  the  Union,  Tfho  spitefully  resist  coercion  and  inva- 
sion, under  stand  that  such  things  as  these  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  would  be  coercion  or  invasion  of  a  State?    If  so, their  ideas 
of  means  to  preserve  the  object  of  their  great  affection  would  seem 
to  be  exceedingly  thin  and  airy.      If  sick, the  little  pills  of  Romoe- 
opathists  would  be  too  large  for  theia  to  swallow.    In  their  view,  the 
Union  as  a  family  relation  would  seem  to  be  no  regular  a.iarriage,but 
rather  a  *free  love'  arrangement  to  be  maintained  only  on  'passional 
attraction.*    By  the  way.  In  what  consists  the  special  sacredness  of 

a  State?    I  speak  not  of  the  position  assigned  to  a  State  in  the  Union 

that , 

by  the  Constitution,  for/^by  that  bond, we  all  recognize.        That  posi- 
tion,however ,  a  State  can  not  carry  out  of  the  Union  with  it,     I  speak 
of  that  assumed  primary  riglit  of  a  State  to  rule  all  which  is  less 
than  itself  and  ruin  all  that  is  greater  than  itself.     If  a  ^tate  and 

a  country  in  a  given  case,  should  be  equal  in  extent  of  territory  and 

extent, 

equal  in  number  of  inhabitants,  to  v\fhat^  as  a  matter  of  principle,  is 
the  State  better  than  the  country?    Would  an  exchange  of  naitjes  be  an 
exchange  of  rights  upon  principles?    On  what  rigl'tful  principle  may  a 
State, not  being  more  t^an  one-fiftieth  of  the  Union  in  soil  and  popu- 
lation, break  up  the  Union  and  then  coerce  tlie  proportionally  larger 
subdivision  of  itself  in  an  arbitrary  way?    What  mysterious  right  to 
play  tyrant  is  conferred  on  a  district  of  country  with  its  people, by 


m«rely  calLtn^  it  a  Htate?    >"ellow-clliKen& ,  I  um  not  aBserting  any- 
thing.   I  aiii  merelj'-  aekin,^  q.ueKtion»  fer  you  tc  con£:ider,and  now  allow 
ne  to  8a,y,  Parewell."      In  th©  evtmlng,  the  flt&t©  Lefifislature  and  great 
crowdE  of  citi7:nr3s  fshook  handg  with.  Mr.LlrtCOln  ttt         Batee  House, and 
Ch&rlee  Dennis  tells  an  amusing  etory  about  yoxmg  Bob^rt  Lincoln, 
called  thsn  the  "Prince  of  Kalis,*'  to  off  •Bet  hi®  father's  title  cf 
•Old  Abe,  th©  K&il  f^plitter."    Eo'bert  lined  a  &«c©/i...pan  i«r:  his  father 
to  In^.iajsiacplift  and  during  this  reception,  when  Kr .Lincoln's  hand  was 
"belr?sf  frruBg  by  thousands  of  people  and  h©  w«.is  perspiring  OTer  the  &r» 
duous  duty  as?  freely  as  he  e^sr  p«r»pir«d  ofer  his  rull  rsplittingjhis 
son  stood  on  the  corner  of  Illinois  «tnd  Washington  streets, just  out- 
si<*e  the  hotel, and  filotsd  scores^  of  miscbieif-lo'ving  hoys  lilre  hiraself 
again  and  again  up  to  the  imsuspac t Ing  Preg i dent , who  ga\'0  thern  the 
heartiest  handshake  im-aginahl©  with  om  hand  and  moppaa  hits  hro%^  with 
the  other.    The  Presidsnt*^  party  wtrnt  th©  D&.;Ki  mornlni?.  to  tbtj  Gover- 
or»»  house ,  the  ■Guhernat or ial  mans ion"  as  it  was  known, end  v4Te  en- 
tertained at  br^iaicfast.    ^ha  housii  was  a  eo»tfertahl@,briek'  iiiansion 
on  last  Karh©t  str«mt, stantllng  in  a  l.&j;-|?a  ym*4.  filltd  with  grape  vines 
and  cherry  trees.    tShere  was  a  porch  on  the  north  side, extending  past 
the  dining  room  and  kitchen.    Tiie  front  doors  were  colonial  and  a  wide 
hall  extended  the  full  length  of  the  hous* «    fh«  bre&kfaat  table  for 

Mr  .Lincoln's  u-yrty  was  placed  in  a  lar(^e  room  abw^t  SO  by  25  fast,  that 

and.. 

faced  the  hall,  the  regular  dining  ream  beijig  too  small, ^waa  set  in 
the  fom  of  an  L.    But  this  was  the  only  thin«$  unusual  about  the  prep- 
arations.   A  breakfa.st  party  was  not  served  then  at  twelve  o'clock, as 
in  these  days, but  not  later  than  nlnti,and  the  breakfast  was  a  good, 
old-fashioned  one  cf  suhat&ntials:  Coffee, gteak  and  roller  and  fruit, 


no  knick-knacks, and  everything  served  at  once  with  no  attempt  at 
courses  or  ceremony.    Entertaining  was  very  simple  in  those  daya,even 
for  the  most  exalted  persona/'-es  in  the  land, as,  indeed,  the  anxious 
times  and  the  modest  salary  of  the  Governor  demanded.    In  President 
Lincoln's  party  were  his  son  Hohert,  hie  secretary  John  Cr.Nicholay  and 
Assistant  Secrstaryj .T.'^'oyt ,  Governor  Yates  oi'  Illinois  ani  Ex-Gover- 
nor Moore,  Ooi.Siirane.T,  IJaJor  Huntar,  Col .W.B.LaK.on,  tTudf^e  David  Davis, 
af ter»rarr5.?5  U.f^.^snator  ajid  Associate  Justice  of  the  Buprerce  Court, the 
Hon..T..H.D-?hois,  E.L .Baicor ,  the  -sditor  of  the  Bprin.Tf ield  Journal,  J.C. 
Lathare,  Captain  Ellsworth,  ii. Irwin,  the  Hon. ®.¥. Hatch,  VilliaiTi  Butler, 
U.Batsjniar?,  S.PgcI',  I-.W.Hoss,  W/-.Casseil,  Wliliaic     .Underwood,  Wil- 
liaaa  K.Carlin  and  J.A.tfQUi/h.    Perhaps  the  cest  remembered  man  of  the 
party, af tor  Mr .Lincoln, is  Captain  Ellsworth,  an  extraordinarily  fasci- 
nating,handso:^!i0  and  hrilliant  raan,  Vaen  only  twenty  four  years  old. 
Ke  was  one  of  tie  early  victims  cf  ih©  war,  "being-  shot  in  the  streets 
of  Alc.^xandria,Va.  ,a  few  months  afterwards, by  a  man  nsaaed  Jackson,  the 
OTTier  of  a  i.otel  there, fros  whose  roof  Bllsvorth  Y).ad  torn  dcj^n  down 
a  confi. derate  fle*g.      Indianapolis  did  not  see  Lincoln  ap>in,until 
four  years  later  when  his  'body  lay  in  stats  at  the  old  Capitol  build- 
ing and  tens  of  thousands  in  the  City  joined  in  grief  over  his  traric 
death. 


